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New partnership, golf course deal unveiled
Reported by KAYNE CRISON















It was officially announced last Thursday, March 1, 2007 that the Arizona City Golf Course now belongs to new owners Scott Waddle and Mike Benedetto.





During the March 1 ceremony marking the official takeover of the AC Golf Course by owners Scott Waddle (right) and Mike Benedetto, it was announced that a major new investment deal with MC&D Development Company had been reached.
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Waddle's vision is to make Arizona City into a "stay and play" destination, beginning with the construction of 45 to 80 new casitas due to break ground within weeks. Every casita will include a golf membership and cart, as well as other amenities. 


"As both a developer and an investor, MC&D will be an integral part of making Arizona City into a destination location," said Waddle. 


They will build in phases, starting with the casitas, followed a spacious new clubhouse to replace the original which was built in 1960 (making it the oldest building in Arizona City). Once the new clubhouse is finished, the old clubhouse will be torn down and replaced with a community swimming pool, complete with outdoor grills, covered seating areas and more. 


Scott plans to also bring in Nike (the shoe company), one of his major corporate golfing sponsors with whom he has maintained key contacts. According to Waddle, Nike will definitely be a major factor in the transformation of the golf course, specifically in the areas of marketing and general sponsorship. 


In 2000, Nike named Scott as the Golf Professional of the Year for the Southwest Section. He won the annual award against a field of more than 2,000 golf professionals from California, Nevada and Arizona. Criteria for the award included (among many factors) meeting budget, percentage of increase in participation and work ethic. 


Another incredible announcement made during the March 1 event was that, in addition to everything else, MC&D also plans to build a hotel in Arizona City, most likely at the present site of the maintenance yard. 


Things have already turned around for the golf course and Duffer's Restaurant since Scott was brought on as general manager. Now that he and Mike Benedetto have teamed up with MC&D Development Company, Scott feels that the sky's the limit. His goal is to take the Arizona City Golf Course to a level that is on par with all other area clubs. 


The time has finally come to put Arizona City and the AC Golf Course on the map. All other golf courses in the area have already taken notice. Among all Pinal County golf courses, Arizona City has the lowest cost per round and the lowest membership rates. 


Golfers and non-golfers alike are unanimous that this is the best possible thing that could happen to not only the AC Golf Course, but all of Arizona City. Ask anyone who has lived here long enough and they are likely to affirm that finally, Arizona City has arrived. 


Waddle and Benedetto remain community oriented in their grand transformation plans for the golf course. As a small example, several lockers from the old pro shop were recently donated to the Arizona City Boys and Girls Club who immediately put them to good use. To this end, Scott said that the AC Community Association would be allowed space in the new clubhouse for its Friday Night Bingo games, which are presently on hiatus until the status of the AC Community Center is resolved (or at least clarified). Unfortunately, it will be a short while before ground is even broken for the new clubhouse. 


More than anyone else who could have stepped into this situation, Scott has a vested interest in Arizona City. He believes that it's all about providing added value to the course and restaurant, to customers, to homeowners and ultimately, to the entire community of Arizona City. 


There is no one more capable or more perfectly suited for such an endeavor than Scott Waddle. And now, together with Benedetto, MC&D Development, Nike and others, the sky's the limit. 








Arizona City News





Just a few hours prior to the offical event, Waddle and Benedetto brokered a partnership and investment deal with MC&D Development Company. MC&D will be responsible for the upgrading and improvements of the AC Golf Course, such as the building of as many as 300 casitas, a new maintenance yard, a community swimming pool and a new clubhouse. 
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