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FORE-ward progress in Arizona City Hotel and golf resort planned
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A submitted rendering of the proposed hotel/casitas. 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=18291253&BRD=1817&PAG=461&dept_id=222089&rfi=6" 



"We're going to turn this into the place to be in this town," Waddle says. "Our plans will center around the golf course, but there's going to be much more than that." 

Most notably, hotel/casitas that could eventually include 300 units and a new clubhouse will provide a different look. 

The hope is that with the hotel and other amenities, the facility will become popular for out-of-town visitors looking for a "stay-and-play" alternative. 

Planned improvements to the golf course itself would give local players an attractive alternative. 

"The condition of this golf course wasn't very good," Waddle said. "I saw this as an opportunity to come home and turn things around. It's kind of like a romantic interlude for me." 

He took over the property in early March, and some of the changes are already noticeable. 

Many others are in the planning and development stage. 

When the project is ultimately completed, he hopes it will be something that everyone in Arizona City can be proud of. 

Plans have already been finalized for a summer concert series. 

That will begin in June and run on consecutive Saturdays through August, where two bands will perform each week on the patio near the existing clubhouse. 

Bands will vary in genre, ranging from country and rock to contemporary music. 

Also, dinner specials have been introduced in the restaurant: seafood on Friday night, Italian cuisine on Saturday and a prime rib brunch on Sunday. 

But all of this is just the beginning of far larger plans. 

With assistance from John Hauser of MC&D Development and architect Don Overby of Scottsdale-based Overby Architects, much bigger things are in store. 

In addition to the proposed hotel/casitas, which would be situated roughly where the current parking lot and driving range are located, three new buildings will be constructed to replace what currently functions as the clubhouse/restaurant. 

Under the new proposal, one building would house the golf pro shop. 

Another would serve as the restaurant, and a third would be a lounge/night club. Also, a building that will house offices will be constructed adjacent to the hotel. 

In some respects, Waddle's venture is a classic example of the apple not falling far from the tree. 

When he was a youngster growing up in Colorado, his father, Robert, turned a rough patch of land into what remains one of that state's premiere golfing destinations. 

"I know how proud I was and still am of what he did then," Waddle said. "I can look at that and say 'look at what my dad did here.' Hopefully with this, when it's all done and working, my daughter (12-year-old Kylee) will be able to say the same thing about this property." 

He admits that the task has become overwhelming at times, but feels he's surrounded himself with good people that will make the project work. Waddle's experience is in the golf part of the business - he was voted Arizona Golf Pro of the Year after instituting a highly successful instructional program while working at Superstition Springs Golf Course in Mesa - and has found dealing with all the paperwork challenging and, at times, frustrating. 

But with his eyes on the finished product, he's excited about the future of the golf course and surrounding property. 

"I'll be glad when we can get to the point where I'm a golf pro again, and not have to deal with all the red tape and paperwork," he said. 

"But I understand that that's a necessary part of the process. 

"It's a labor of love and I'm excited about it." 

He's already instituted some new things at the golf course, including a Saturday-morning pot game and weekday twilight leagues that will begin in May. 

An extensive and comprehensive junior instructional program also is in the works. 

Anyone seeking more information can contact the golf course at 466-5327. 
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Something big is brewing in Arizona City. 


The golf course that people there have come to know will be taking on a new look in the next few years. 


Scott Waddle, a golf professional who grew up and honed his game at the 18-hole layout, purchased the 130-acre facility recently and has some big plans. 














